
Key Customs challenges for cross border trade in India

Traditionally, Customs challenges have been Valuation and 

Classification of goods. Over the past 2 decades or so, 

determination of origin for seeking preferential tariff rates, 

has emerged as another new challenge. However, the 

management and mitigation of overall Customs risk for 

business is the largest of all Customs related challenges for 

any enterprise with a cross border supply chain.

Key challenges under India’s Foreign Trade Policy

 Identification & quantification of export oriented 

benefits/ incentives

 Designing the template to obtain policy benefits

 Actual on-ground advisory and assistance in obtaining 

policy benefits

 Duty free enclaves

Customs & International Trade

Our Services on cross-border trade in goods & services

BDO in India’s focused solution suite caters to

 Overall Supply Chain Management

 Post clearance customs audit

 Awareness, advisory and assistance on Anti-dumping 

duty proceedings

 Strategic advise and representations on Safeguard 

duty proceedings

 Advice and assistance in obtaining Advance Rulings 

from Customs authority

 Advising on the implementation process for 

Free/Preferential Trade Agreements

 Customs Valuation: Imports from Related Parties (SVB 

Valuation)

 Advisory on special procedures for food & other items 

Overview

Businesses invariably are required to transport goods, materials and merchandise across borders that invariably forms the 

basis of international trade. In India, cross-border trade involves dealing with Customs, the Border Control Authority as well 

as understanding the trade policy measures adopted by the government for export and import of goods. For traders seeking 

entry into the Indian market, a good understanding of the Trade Policy and Customs environment is extremely essential. This 

helps in making an informed decision as well as managing risks related to cross-border trade regulations. 

How BDO can help

At BDO India, we not only assist businesses reduce international trade costs but also help them in efficiently managing 

import/export risks and establishing transparency in their cross-border transactions. Our services on Customs & International 

trade help companies strengthen their global supply chain truly unleashing the potential of their business. 
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ABOUT BDO GLOBAL

BDO is an international network of independent public 

accounting, tax and advisory firms. We support organisations 

with an unwavering focus on quality, industry expertise, and 

the innovative use of technology to deliver impactful solutions. 

Our commitment to people, clients, and communities is at the 

core of everything we do. With our people-first culture, we 

foster an environment where diversity thrives, growth is 

nurtured, and continuous learning drives lasting progress for a 

sustainable future.

ABOUT BDO INDIA

BDO India offers Assurance, Tax, Advisory, Technology 

Products & Solutions, Digital Transformation, and Managed 

Services & Outsourcing to domestic and international clients 

across various industries. Bringing together expertise, 

innovatively driven and delivered through technology, we 

empower businesses to navigate their unique challenges with 

transformative, impactful, client-centric solutions. The team 

in India comprises over 11,000* professionals, led by more 

than 350 Partners and Directors, operating out of 20 offices 

across 14 key cities.
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ASSURANCE

▪ Financial Statement Audit and 

Attestation Services

TAX

▪ Customs & International Trade

▪ Goods & Services Tax (GST)

▪ Indirect Tax Assessment & 

Litigation Assistance

▪ Incentives & ESG

▪ Tax Technology
▪ Corporate Tax Services 

▪ Financial Services Tax

▪ Global Employer Services

▪ International Tax Services

▪ Private Client Services

▪ Tax Outsourcing

▪ Transfer Pricing

ADVISORY

▪ Actuarial Services

▪ Forensics

▪ Government Advisory

▪ IT Risk Advisory & Assurance 

▪ Management Consulting

▪ Risk Advisory Services

▪ Sustainability & ESG

▪ Business Restructuring Services

▪ Corporate Finance and Investment Banking

▪ Deal Value Creation Services

▪ Financial Due Diligence

▪ M&A Tax and Regulatory 

▪ Strategy & Commercial Due Diligence

▪ Valuations

▪ Research & Insights

MANAGED SERVICES 

▪ Accounting Advisory

▪ Compliance Management

▪ Finance & Accounting

▪ Human Resource Outsourcing 

(HRO) and Payroll

▪ Tax Compliance

BDO DIGITAL

▪ Digital Services

▪ Technology Products and Solutions

BDO EXECUTIVE SEARCH SERVICES

▪ Board Services

▪ Executive Assessments

▪ Executive Search

▪ Forensic Talent Diligence

▪ HR Advisory 

OUR SERVICES

This publication has been carefully prepared, but it has been written in general terms and should be seen as containing broad statements only. This publication should not be used or relied upon to cover 

specific situations and you should not act, or refrain from acting, upon the information contained in this publication without obtaining specific professional advice. Please contact BDO India Services Private 

Limited to discuss these matters in the context of your particular circumstances. BDO India Services Private Limited, its directors, promoters, employees and agents do not accept or assume any responsibility 

or duty of care in respect of any use of or reliance on this publication, and will deny any liability for any loss arising from any action taken or not taken or decision made by anyone in reliance on this 

publication or any part of it. Any use of this publication or reliance on it for any purpose or in any context is therefore at your own risk, without any right of recourse against BDO India Services Private 

Limited or any of its directors, promoters, employees or agents.

BDO India Services Private Limited, a private limited company incorporated in India, is a member of BDO International Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO 

network of independent member entities. 

BDO is the brand name for the BDO network and for each of the BDO Member Entities
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